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March 14th - 22nd 2009

Tropical North Queensland
Participants Hazel Peters and Chris Trew

Day 1 Mar. 14 2009
Pick-up from the Fig Tree Motel and then some local  
Cairns area birding.
March is an interesting time to come, with many 
migrants heading up to New Guinea. We were very 
lucky with the weather and had a basically sunny 
week, very unusual for the time of year.

Shorebirds on the Esplanade and at Machan’s Beach 
were good, with Great Knot, Greater and Lesser 
Sandplover and Grey-tailed tattlers coming into 
breeding plumage, and Terek sandpipers dashing 
about. The vagrant Laughing Gull was still about 
too.

Centenary Park was excellent with Magpie Goose, a 
fine Collared Kingfisher, male Cicadabird, a family 
group of Lovely Fairywren and Yellow Oriole.
The canefields north of the town had Crimson Finch 
and Pheasant Coucal.

Day 2 March 15
Balloon flight over Mareeba/ Mareeba Golf Course 
& stockyard/ Floodwater/ Granite Gorge
Some dry country birding saw us find Channel-billed 
Cuckoo, Squatter Pigeon, Apostlebird, Lemon-
bellied Flycatcher, Striated Pardalote and some 
amazingly tame Mareeba rock-wallabies.

Day 3 March 16
Black Mountain Road area/ Barron River and 
Tinaroo Creek Road
Cassowary day, the start of a good run, then Double-
eyed fig-Parrot, Victoria’s Riflebird, Pied Monarch, 
Yellow-breasted Boatbill and neat Freshwater 
crocodile. A late pm visit inland got us Black-
throated Finch and Varied Sittella.

Your guide: Phil Gregory

Spotted Catbird

Hazel and Chris meet Dad Cassowary

All photographs:
Phil Gregory

               Victoria’s Riebird male



Sicklebill Safaris|  PO Box 387, Kuranda, QLD 4881 , Australia|  www.sicklebillsafaris.com| www.chiemomo.com

Sacred Kingsher

Black Bittern juvenile

Day 4 March 17
Henry Hannam Drive/ Hastie’s Swamp/ Lake 
Barrine/ Cathedral and Curtain Fig-trees/ 
Yungaburra spotlighting.
A wide range of habitats today got a good bird 
haul- both whistling duck species, White-headed 
Pigeon, Pale-headed Rosella, Red-winged Parrot, 
Grey-headed Robin, Scarlet Honeyeater, White-
throated Treecreeper, Great Bowerbird and 3 
species of possum on the spotlighting, with 
Eastern Barn Owl and Barking Owl on the drive 
home.

Day 5 March 18
Black Mountain Road area/ Cairns Esplanade/ 
Machan’s Beach
Cassowary at breakfast, then some good 
shorebirds with Red-capped Plover and Pied 
Oystercatcher being new.

Day 6 March 19
Herberton/ Wondecla/ The Crater/ Bromfield 
Swamp
The high-altitude day, with Fernwren, Atherton 
Scrubwren, Mountain Thornbill, Bridled 
Honeyeater and Tooth-billed Bowerbird, plus 
Eastern Yellow Robin and Fuscous Honeyeater.

Day 7 March 20
Daintree Boat trip/ Mossman Golf course/ 
Kingfisher Park area/ Mt. Molloy
A very successful Daintree trip with Great-billed 
Heron and Black Bittern showing well. A 
surprise Banded Lapwing at Mossman was a neat 
pick-up, then Buff-breasted Paradise-kingfishers 
showed really well near Julatten, with a Papuan 
Frogmouth at last for good measure.

Day 8 March 21
Black Mountain Road area
A final look around for a few omissions got us 
Wompoo Fruit Dove at last, plus Chowchilla and 
White-eared Monarch.

Our thanks to Hazel and Chris for good company 
and a varied and enjoyable trip, we were very 
lucky with the weather too! It is a good time to 
come with many migrants about, but lots of 
water meant no concentrations of wetland birds 
and a number of things were just not around, 
egrets and grebes for instance!

Great-billed Heron



Sicklebill Safaris Tropical North Queensland Checklist                                                                                                              1/10

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q

CAS

1

MEG

1

2

Grea

NUM

1

9 ad

PHA

1

ANS

1

Goo

ANA

1

2

3

4

5

6

THR

1

2

3

SUARIIDAE Cassowaries

Southern Cassowary Casuarius casuarius 1 1 2 1 2

GAPODIIDAE Megapodes

Australian Brush-Turkey Alectura lathami

Orange-footed Scrubfowl Megapodius reinwardt

at loud vocals from the scrubbfowl at Cassowary House, annd soomee nicce loookss here and a at DDainttree  andd Ceentennaryy Park.

MIDIDAE Guineafowl

Helmeted Guineafowl* Numida meleagris 19

dults and 10 tiny babies at thee B & B en route to Mareeba w wetlandds, p probbablyy as  couuntable  as a any f feral birrds i n Australia

ASIANIDAE Grouse, Quail, Pheasants and Paartriidgees

Brown Quail Coturnix ypsilophora 6

SERANATIDAE Magpie-goose

Magpie-goose Anseranas semipalmata 4 30

od views of these strange birdds at Centenary Park and the f flooddwaater  nortth off Maareeeba.

ATIDAE Wildfowl

Plumed Whistling-Duck Dendrocygna eytoni 20

Wandering Whistling Duck Dendrocygna arcuata 20 2

Black Swan Cygnus atratus 2 2

Radjah Shelduck Tadorna radjah 13

Green Pygmy-goose Nettapus pulchellus 2 2

Pacific Black Duck Anas superciliosa

RESKIORNITHIDAE Ibis & Spoonbills

Australian White Ibis Threskiornis molucca 2 4

Straw-necked Ibis Threskiornis spinicollis 10

Royal Spoonbill Platalea regia 12

Hazel Peters and Chris Trew  FNQ Birding March 14-22 2009
A March 14: Centenary Park/ Esplanade/ Machanʼs Beach/ Esplanade 2/ Canefields/ Yorkeyʼs Knob pond. Cassowary House
B March 15: Mareeba balloon trip 0430/ Mareeba Golf Course/ Stockyard/ Floodwater/ Granite Gorge. 
C March 16: Cassowary House and Black Mountain Road/ Barron River at Kuranda/Tinaroo Creek Road. 
D March 17: Henry Hannam Drive/ Hastieʼs Swamp/ Lake Barrine/ Cathedral fig/ Curtain Fig/ Spotlighting with Alan Gillanders
E March 18: Black Mountain Road/ Cairns Esplanade/ Machanʼs Beach. March 17
F March 19: Herberton/ Wondecla/ The Crater/ Bromfield Swamp.
G March 20: Daintree River boat trip 0730-0915/Mossman Golf Course/ Kingfisher Park area/ Mt. Molloy/ Cassowary House
H March 21: Cassowary House and Black Mountain Road.
I March 22: Cassowary House to Cairns.

We were very happy to see dad Cassowary on day 3 and 4. with both the male and female together on day 5 and 
separately on day 8, a great comparison.

We flushed a flock of 6 from the car at Lake Tinaroo and were able to flush them up again in the long grass.

Ducks were few and far between as there is so much water about. Great views of both species of whistling-ducks at 
Hastie’s Swamp, the Wandering with two broods of ducklings. Radjah Shelduck are scarce locally so 13 at the Wonga 
Beach barra farm were a good find. Green Pygmy-geese were only seen at Yorkey’s Knob.
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DEIDAE Herons, Bitterns and Egrets

Black Bittern Ixobrychus flavicollis 3

Great-billed Heron Ardea sumatrana 2

Eastern Cattle Egret Ardea ibis coromanda 6

Striated Heron Butorides striata 3 1

White-faced Heron Egretta novaehollandiae 1

Eastern Reef Egret Egretta sacra 1 1

ECANIDAE Pelicans

Australian Pelican Pelecanus conspicillatus 2

ALACROCORACIDAE Cormorants

Great Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo 1

Little Black Cormorant Phalacrocorax sulcirostris 1

dly any cormorants about, juust a Little Black at Yorkey’s Knobb andd a GGreat CCormmoraant oon Laake  Tinarooo.

HINGIDAE Darters

Australian Darter
Anhinga (melanogaster) 
novaehollandiae

3 1

CONIDAE Falcons

Nankeen (Australian) Kestrel Falco cenchroides 2

NDIONIDAE Ospreys

Eastern Osprey Pandion (haliaetus) cristatus 3 3

CIPITRIDAE Kites, Eagles and Hawks

Australian Black-shouldered Kite Elanus axillaris 1

Pacific Baza Aviceda subcristata 1

White-bellied Sea-Eagle Haliastur leucogaster 1

Whistling Kite Haliastur sphenurus 1 1

Brahminy Kite Haliastur indus 1

Black Kite Milvus migrans affinis 4

Grey Goshawk Accipiter novaehollandiae 1

Wedge-tailed Eagle Aquila audax 1

Just a couple at the Esplanade were all we saw.

The large amounts of water about meant few herons overall, but the Daintree boat trip got us 3 Black Bitterns, two just 

fledged and a fluffy juvenile sky-pointing as it sat on its branch by the nest. 

Two adult Great -billed herons by their nest were unusually confiding for this shy bird, good that they are again visible on 

the river after several years of being very hard. 

The only egrets we saw were a flock of Cattle Egrets flying over at Wonga beach barra farm, and a dark phase Reef Egret at 

Machan’s Beach!

Striated Heron showed very well at the Esplanade and on the Daintree.

Great views of a male at Yorkey’s Knob, and an imm. bird at Hastie’s Swamp.

The only kestrels of the trip were a couple at Bromfield Swamp. 

Great views at Cairns Esplanade and then 3 sitting on a sand bar at Machan’s Beach.

Raptors were atypically scarce, but a great Pacific Baza was at Cassowary House one morning, and a fine sea-eagle on the 

Daintree, whilst a Grey Goshawk made a welcome appearance at Cass House late one afternoon.
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LLIDAE Rails, Moorhens and Coots

Purple (Black-backed) Swamphen Porphyrio (p.) melanotus 15 1

Red-necked Crake Rallina tricolor

Plain Bush-hen Amaurornis olivacea ruficrissa

Dusky Moorhen Gallinula tenebrosa 3

RHINIDAE Thick-knees

Bush Stone-curlew Burhinus grallarius 15 3

EMATOPODIDAE Oystercatchers

Pied Oystercatcher Haematopus longirostris 2

ARADRIIDAE Plovers

Pacific Golden Plover Pluvialis fulva 1

Red-capped Plover Charadrius ruficapillus 4

Lesser Sand Plover Charadrius mongolus 4 2

Greater Sand Plover Charadrius leschenaultii 10 6

Masked Lapwing Vanellus miles miles

Banded Lapwing Vanellus tricolor 1

ANIDAE Jacanas

Comb-crested Jacana Irrediparra gallinacea

OLOPACIDAE Sandpipers and Snipes

Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica 40 20

Eurasian Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus variegata 6 6

Far Eastern Curlew Numenius madagascariensis 4 4

Terek Sandpiper Xenus cinereus 1 3

Grey-tailed Tattler Tringa brevipes 10

Common Greenshank Tringa nebularia 10 1

Great Knot Calidris tenuirostris 12 15
Red-necked Stint Calidris ruficollis 70

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea 4 3

RIDAE Gulls and Terns

Little Tern Sternula albifrons 30 20

Caspian Tern Hydroprogne caspia 1

Crested Tern Thalasseus bergii 6 30

Silver Gull Chroicocephalus novaehollandiae

Laughing Gull Leucophaeus atricilla 1

Amazingly scarce too, we heard both Red-necked Crake at Cass House and Bush-hen at Daintree, and no Buff-banded 

Rail or Coot is really odd.

Nice looks at both species of sand-plover at Cairns and Machan’s Beach, some coming into breeding dress.

The Red-capped Plovers at Machan’s Beach were very obliging. A surprise vagrant Banded Lapwing on the golf course at 

Mossman looked very odd against the green grass, it was the first I’ve ever seen on the coast.

We only saw it on the floodwater north of Mareeba.

Nice looks at the waders at the Esplanade and Machan’s Beach, many coming into summer plumage- nice to see Great 

Knot and Barwit in breeding plumage; Terek Sandpiper were also very nice to watch dashing about.

A vagrant Laughing Gull has been on the foreshore at Cairns for a month, and showed well again today.
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LUMBIDAE Pigeons and Doves

Feral Pigeon Columba livia

White-headed Pigeon Columba leucomela 8

Spotted Dove Streptopelia chinensis

Brown Cuckoo-Dove Macropygia amboinensis

Emerald Dove Chalcophaps indica

Crested Pigeon Ocyphaps lophotes

Squatter Pigeon Geophaps scripta 2

Peaceful Dove Geopelia placida

Bar-shouldered Dove Geopelia humeralis

Wompoo Fruit-Dove Ptilinopus magnificus 2

Pied Imperial-Pigeon Ducula bicolor spilorrhoa 6

Topknot Pigeon Lopholaimus antarcticus 1

CATUIDAE Cockatoos

Galah Eolophus roseicapillus 2

Sulphur-crested Cockatoo Cacatua galerita

TTACIDAE Parrots

Rainbow Lorikeet Trichoglossus haematodus

Scaly-breasted Lorikeet Trichoglossus chlorolepidotus

Little Lorikeet Glossopsitta pusilla H

Double-eyed Fig Parrot Cyclopsitta diopthalma macleayana

Australian King Parrot Alisterus scapularis H

Red-winged Parrot Aprosmictus erythropterus

Pale-headed Rosella Platycercus adscitus

CULIDAE Cuckoos

Pheasant Coucal Centropus phasianinus 2

Channel-billed Cuckoo Scythrops novaehollandiae 6 4

Little Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites minutillus

Gould’s Bronze-Cuckoo Chalcites m. russatus H

Brush Cuckoo Cacomantis variolosus

ONIDAE Barn Owls

Eastern Barn Owl Tyto (alba) javanica

A feeding flock of White-headed Pigeon were at Yungaburra.

Hazel got to see a Brown Cuckoo-Dove along Black Mt Road- next time Chris!

We finally nailed Wompoo Fruit Dove on the very last morning along Black Mt Road.

Chris saw a Topknot Pigeon near Bromfield Swamp, and the last of the Pied Imperials were in Cairns pre-departure for 

PNG.

Little Lorikeets were very unhelpful at Wondecla and really only gave fly-bys.

Nice Double-eyed Fig Parrots at Cassowary House, and we found Red-winged parrot and Pale-headed Rosella along 

Tinaroo Creek Road.

Lovely looks at Pheasant Coucal in the canefields near Cairns, and excellent Channel-bills at Mareeba stockyard. Little 

Bronze Cuckoo came in well in Cairns at Centenary Park and we heard the Gould’s subspecies along Black Mt Road. 

I taped in a Brush Cuckoo at Mareeba Golf Course.

Brief looks at one along a track near Yungaburra, this form is now split from the Barn Owl of Europe.
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IGIDAE Owls

Barking Owl Ninox connivens

DARGIDAE Frogmouths

Papuan Frogmouth Podargus papuensis

ODIDAE Swifts

Australian Swiftlet Aerodramus terraereginae

RACIIDAE Rollers

Dollarbird Eurystomus orientalis 3

CEDINIDAE Kingfishers

Azure Kingfisher Ceyx azureus

LCYONIDAE Tree-Kingfishers

Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfisher Tanysiptera sylvia 3

Laughing Kookaburra Dacelo novaeguineae

Blue-winged Kookaburra Dacelo leachii

Forest Kingfisher Todiramphus macleayii 6

Sacred Kingfisher Todiramphus sanctus 2

Collared Kingfisher Todiramphus chloris 1

ROPIDAE Bee-eaters

Rainbow Bee-eater Merops ornatus

LONORHYNCHIDAE Bowerbirds

Spotted Catbird Ailuroedus melanotis 3

Tooth-billed Bowerbird Scenopoeetes dentirostris 3

Great Bowerbird Chlamydera nuchalis 2

MACTERIDAE Australian Treecreepers

White-throated Treecreeper Cormobates leucophaea 1 3

Brown Treecreeper Climacteris picumnus H

One was sat on the road sign along Mark’s Lane near Atherton, and showed very nicely.

We tried on the Daintree and at Centenary Park without success, but then had a fine adult at Kingfisher Park.

We saw one on the Barron River, then one at Daintree

Spotted Catbird showed beautifully at the Curtain Fig, where at least one juv. was being fed by two adults; also seen at 

Cassowary House where they were unusually unobtrusive.

Tooth-bills were feeding on a fruiting vine at the Crater and gave very nice looks, they are always tricky out of the nesting 

season. Great Bowerbird at the bower was a lovely sight along Tinaroo Creek Road, well spotted Chris for the adult on the 

second day!

We did very well for White-throated Treecreepers at several sites, but Brown was elusive and was really only heard at Henry 

Hannam Drive and Mareeba wetlands

A few odd migrants were around, mostly the dark-looking immatures, now en route to PNG.

Fantastic looks at Buff-breasted Paradise-Kingfishers at a site near Kingfisher Park,with a full plumage white tailed male sat 

by a fledged young., then another adult at KP itself. They leave shortly for PNG. Sacred kingfishers are also en route there, 

and we saw just 2 at Daintree. Collared is a big crab-eating thing, and we saw one very close at Centenary Park.



Sicklebill Safaris Tropical North Queensland Checklist                                                                                                              6/10

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q

MAL

1

2

MEL

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

PAR

1

2

ACA

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

LURIDAE Fairywrens

Red-backed Fairywren Malurus melanocephalus 2

Lovely Fairywren Malurus amabilis 3 3 H

LIPHAGIDAE Honeyeaters and Australian  Chaats

Lewin’s Honeyeater Meliphaga lewinii

Yellow-spotted Honeyeater Meliphaga notata

Graceful Honeyeater Meliphaga gracilis H H H

Bridled Honeyeater Lichenostomus frenatus 2

Yellow-faced Honeyeater Lichenostomus chrysops 3

Varied Honeyeater Lichenostomus versicolor H

Yellow Honeyeater Lichenostomus flavus 4 1 1

Fuscous Honeyeater Lichenostomus fuscus 10

Noisy Miner Manorina melanocephala

Brown-backed Honeyeater Ramsayornis modestus

Dusky Honeyeater Myzomela obscura

Scarlet Honeyeater Myzomela sanguinolenta

Brown Honeyeater Lichmera indistincta

White-throated Honeyeater Melithreptus albogularis

Blue-faced Honeyeater Entomyzon cyanotis

Helmeted (New Guinea) Friarbird Philemon novaeguineae yorki

Little Friarbird Philemon citreogularis

Macleay’s Honeyeater Xanthotis macleayanus

RDALOTIDAE Pardalotes

Spotted Pardalote Pardalotus punctatus 2

Black-crowned Pardalote Pardalotus s. melanocephalus 1

ANTHIZIDAE Thornbills and Gerygones

Fernwren Oreoscopus gutturalis 1

Yellow-throated Scrubwren Sericornis citreogularis 2

Atherton Scrubwren Sericornis keri 5

Large-billed Scrubwren Sericornis magnirostra

Weebill Smicrornis brevirostris 2

Brown Gerygone Gerygone mouki

Large-billed Gerygone Gerygone magnirostris H

Fairy Gerygone Gerygone palpebrosa

Mountain Thornbill Acanthiza katherina 2

A young male Red-backed Fairywren sat for ages on a wire fence at the Cathedral Fig, with my camera safely in the truck 

of course. We also did well for Lovely Fairywren, seeing them at Centenary park and Mackenzie’s Pocket on Black Mt. 

Road.

Good Bridled Honeyeaters at the Crater, and lovely Scarlets at Henry Hannam Drive, whilst the large and colourful Blue-

faced showed well and Macleay’s were obliging at Cassowary House, along with Dusky, Graceful and Yellow-spotted.

Fuscous was good at Wondecla, the only local site for it. 

Brown-backed showed nicely at Yorkey’s Knob and on the Daintree.

Spotted Pardalote came in nicely at Mackenzie’s Pocket, and Striated was good at the Mareeba wetlands entrance.

A splendid male Fernwren was lured in at the Crater, lucky he gave the alarm call when he did as this is one of the trickiest 

endemics, a shy skulker of dense shade. Atherton Scrubwren was also good there, and Mountain Thornbill showed nicely, a 

neat trio of restricted range high-altitude endemics.

Fairy Gerygone was good along Black Mt. Road, Brown was common at the Curtain Fig, with Large-billed at Centenary Park.
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THONYCHIDAE Logrunners

Chowchilla Orthonyx spaldingii 3

OPHODIDAE Whipbirds, Wedgebills and QQuaail-thhrusshes

Eastern Whipbird Psophodes olivaceus

CHAERIRHYNCHIDAE Boatbills

Yellow-breasted Boatbill Machaerirhynchus flaviventer

ACTICIDAE Butcherbird, Currawong andd Auustraaliann Maagpiies

Black Butcherbird Cracticus quoyi H

Grey Butcherbird Cracticus torquatus 1

Pied Butcherbird Cracticus nigrogularis

Australian Magpie Gymnorhina tibicen

Pied Currawong Strepera graculina

TAMIDAE Woodswallows

White-breasted Woodswallow Artamus leucorynchus

MPEPHAGIDAE Cuckoo-shrikes

Black-faced Cuckoo-shrike Coracina novaehollandiae 3

White-bellied Cuckoo-shrike Coracina papuensis

Barred Cuckoo-shrike Coracina lineata H H

Tropical Cicadabird Coracina t. melvillensis

Varied Triller Lalage leucomela

OSITTIDAE Sittellas

Varied Sittella Daphoenositta chrysoptera 6

CHYCEPHALIDAE Shrike-tits, Whistlers and Shrikee-thrrushes

Golden Whistler Pachycephala pectoralis

Grey (Grey-headed) Whistler * Pachycephala griseiceps

Rufous Whistler Pachycephala rufiventris

Little Shrike-thrush Colluricincla megarhyncha

Bower’s Shrike-thrush Colluricincla boweri

Grey Shrike-thrush Colluricincla harmonica

Chris and I spent about 20 minutes luring them in, with two groups answering and one lot showing deep in the scrub. This 

is a FNQ endemic and an endemic family too.

Great looks along Black Mt Road and at the Curtain Fig.

This strange flat billed species gave very nice looks at Cassowary House, with a pair coming in quite well.

Black Butcherbird is usually at Cassowary House but took this week off, we only heard them! Grey showed nicely at 

Wondecla and the currawong was vocal and sat up well at the Cathedral Fig.

Barred Cuckooshrike was only heard, but we saw male Cicadabirds well at Centenary Park and Mt. Molloy, and White-

bellied was quite widespread this month.

A noisy twittering flock came in along Henry Hannam Drive, always a great species to watch.

All the whistlers gave good views, with obliging Grey along Black Mt Road and beautiful male Golden at the Cathedral 

Fig. Bower’s Shrike-thrush was helpful at the Crater and Little at Cass House and Kingfisher Park, with Grey at Wondecla.
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OLIDAE Orioles and Figbirds

Australian Figbird Sphecotheres vieilloti

Yellow (Green) Oriole Orioles flavocinctus 3 H

CRURIDAE Drongos

Spangled Drongo Dicrurus bracteatus

PIDURIDAE Fantails

Rufous Fantail Rhipidura rufifrons

Grey Fantail Rhipidura albiscapa

Willie-wagtail Rhipidura leucophrys

NARCHIDAE Monarchs

Satin Flycatcher Myiagra cyanoleuca 1

Leaden Flycatcher Myiagra rubecula

Shining Flycatcher Myiagra alecto 2

White-eared Monarch Carterornis leucotis H 1

Black-faced Monarch Monarcha melanopsis 1 1

Spectacled Monarch Monarcha trivirgata albiventris

Magpie-lark Grallina cyanoleuca

Pied Monarch Arses kaupi

RVIDAE Crows

Torresian Crow Corvus orru

RCORACIDAE Australian mudnesters

Apostlebird Struthidea cinerea 5

RADISAEIDAE Birds of Paradise

Victoria’s Riflebird Ptiloris victoriae

ROICIDAE Australasian Robins

Lemon-bellied Flycatcher Microeca flavigaster 2

Pale Yellow Robin Tregellasia capito

Eastern Yellow Robin Eopsaltria australis

Grey-headed Robin Heteromyias cinereifrons

A female Satin Flycatcher was a very unusual autumn find along Black Mt Road. Leaden was seen at Yorkey’s Knob and 

Daintree, with Shining seen by Chris at the latter site.

We had an epic duel with the rather rare White-eared Monarch along Black Mt Road, hearing it four times before we 

finally got one to show. Spectacled, Black-faced and Pied were also good along here, and we saw Black-faced at Abattoir 

Swamp as well, with another Pied at the Curtain Fig.

Figbirds were widespread, and Yellow Oriole ( Green is better!) showed well at Centenary Park and was noisy on the 

Daintree..

Rufous Fantail is a winter migrant at Cass House, and they are back already. Grey Fantail was at the Crater.

Just two at Herberton, calling loudly.

A vocal group of 5 came scolding in north of Mareeba. I wonder where the other 7 had got to?

Males showed brilliantly at Cassowary House, the iridescence just amzing, but female plumaged birds were extremely 

sparse and oddly we never got a good look at any.

Lemon-bellied Flycatcher is a dry country species that sat close by at Granite Gorge. Pale Yellow Robin was good along 

Black Mt. Road, and Eastern Yellows at Wondecla. The FNQ endemic Grey-headed was obliging at Lake Barrine, Curtain 

Fig and the Crater.
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HIR

1

CIST

1

ZOS

1

STU

1

2

DIC

1

NEC

1

PAS

1

ESTR

1

2

3

4

5

MO

1

RUNDIDAE Swallows and Martins

Welcome Swallow Hirundo neoxena

TICOLIDAE Cisticolas

Golden-headed Cisticola Cisticola exilis

STEROPIDAE White-eyes

Silvereye Zosterops lateralis

URNIDAE Starlings and mynas

Metallic Starling Aplonis metallica

Common Myna Acridotheres tristis

CAEIDAE Flowerpeckers

Mistletoebird Dicaeum hirundinaceum

CTARINIDAE Sunbirds

Yellow-bellied (Ol-b) Sunbird Nectarinea jugularis

SERIDAE Sparrows

House Sparrow Passer domesticus

RILDIDAE Finches and Mannikins

Double-barred Finch Taeniopygia bichenovii 12

Black-throated Finch Poephila cincta 4

Crimson Finch Neochmia phaeton 4

Red-browed Finch Neochmia temporalis

Chestnut-breasted Mannikin Lonchura castaneothorax

TACILLIDAE Pipits and Wagtails

Australian Pipit Anthus australis

Metallic Starlings were widespread at Cassowary House, many now en route to New Guinea.

One was singing on the phone wire in the canefields near Cairns.

Many species have dispersed away, but Mistletoebirds were all over the place and we had fine views of quite a few 

males.

This lovely bird, our only sunbird, showed well at Yorkey’s Knob and Cassowary House, also on the Daintree.

We saw them in Cairns.

Good Double-bars around Mareeba, and a neat find were 4 Black-throated Finch along Henry Hannam Drive. This 

species is in serious decline and is becoming hard to locate these days.

Crimson Finch showed nicely in the canefields near Cairns, and the delightful diminutive Red-brows were along Black Mt 

Road and at Kingfisher Park.

A couple by the canefields near Cairns, and again on the Tablelands.
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MAMMALS

1

2

Long-nosed Bandicoot Perameles nasuta 1

Musky Rat-Kangaroo Hypsiprymnodon moschatus

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

Agile Wallaby Macropus agilis

Eastern Grey Kangaroo Macropus giganteus 12

Mareeba Rock Wallaby Petrogale mareeba

Red-legged Pademelon Thylogale stigmatica

Coppery Brushtail Trichosurus (v.) johnstonii 7

Common Brushtail Trichosurus vulpecula 1

Hybrid Brushtail T. (v.) johnstonii x vulpecula 2

Green Ringtail Pseudochirops archeri 1

Spectacled Flying Fox Pteropus conspicillatus

REPTILES

1 Eastern Water Dragon Physignathus lesueurii

2

3

4

5

6

Boyd’s Forest Dragon Hypsilurus boydii

Lace Monitor Varanus varius

House Gecko Hemidactylus frenatus

Krefft’s River Turtle Emydura macquarii

Freshwater Crocodile Crocodylus johnstoni

A B C D E F G H I J K L M N O P Q

Musky Rat-kangaroos are easy to see at Cassowary House, and fun to watch at breakfast time.

Mareeba Rock-wallaby is a restricted range endemic that is absurdly tame at Granite Gorge, and Agile wallaby is 

widespread out in the dry woodlands, with a big mob of Eastern Grey’s on the golf course at Mareeba.

The spotlighting with Alan got us nice looks at 3 species of possum, Coppery Brushtail being split by many these days. The 

hybrids have greyish upperparts and coppery limbs. Lumholtz’s Tree-Kangaroo was as elusive as ever.....

Phil Gregory Kuranda March 09

Fabulous looks at Boyd’s forest-dragon at the Curtain Fig, and Eastern water at several sites. The freshwater croc was 

sunning on the banks of the Barron River, the only place locally where we get them.


